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nd an intense longing to escape 
-M-s took possession of him. 
the peg-top, which had left off 
unsteady coign of ’vantage, he 
at the narrow slit of light 
carried him clear of the little 
loud flop as he tumbled head 

Dash,” remarked the 
shall have to find another one it 
goldfish this afternoon.” 

But the frog paid no sort of 
He just lay still on the surface of the 
bear him whither it would. The 
• reat lake, so he soon began 
Paddling along he eventually 
familiar clump of sedges, lie had never 
* * i his whole life before, 
by no means too large, and as for the herons, 
he thought aloud, as he squatted on 
ever hear me croaking again.” 
nose above the ripples as 


Suddenly he chmbe^ 

above his head. His spring 

foremost into the hurrying c 
“That clever frog has g ^ 
little boy, laughing, “ We ----- 
we want to startle Aunt Jenn> s 
The dog barked excitedly, 
heed to his outcries, 
streamlet, and allowed it to 

ptied itself into the gi- 
lds bearings. . 


stream em 
to recognise 
reached his own 
felt so happy and contented in 
“ The lake is 1 _ 
they are a mere trifle, 
the soft mud. “ Nobody shall 

The stout carp popped her blunt 
she had done once before. 

“That’s capital news,” she said, 
nuisance with your grumblings, wl 
worms in peace and quietness. B 
lately ? ” 

“ I’ve been exploring the whole world,” answered the Irog, 
proudly, “ It is a wonderful place.” 

“ But is it nice r ” asked the carp. 

“One is happier here by the lake.” he evasively replied. 
Then, seeing the carp’s round eyes fixed in wonder on the 
lump of butterscotch, which had not yet melted off his back, 
he added, in some embarrassment, “That is a curiosity' I 
picked up on my travels. A traveller should never return 
home empty-handed, you know.” 
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We am'del ** Weyman < Lon S mans & Co., 6/-). 

-? • greet a new and cheaper edition of a Gentleman 


of France. 


i j ~ modest ana brave 90 

simpk and shrewd, so altogether natural and lovable, reminding one of 

ery nicest ‘ Gentleman ” one knows in the flesh. We have been told 


He is such a very nice “Gentleman,” so modest and brave, so 

one 

Hnf thn „ U , „ ” w 111 XAC5>A1 * vve nave oeen t 

North would 1 g ° ne y historical n °vels, that no Wizard of the 
Lr us a do )T US any m ° re - But Mr ' Sta ">ey Weyman has opened 

are vmWh ,° P ^ WC his words with breathless interest and 

are very loath to lay down the Gentleman of France until we have finished 

and ror days afterwards we continue to live in profoundly interesting 


it 


and pleasant company. We become personally acquainted ' Sth Sen^ of 
Valois and Henry of Navarre, Turenne, and a great many other interesting 
people. \\ e learn the manners of court and camp, and not from the first 


page to the last is there a word that a mother would not like to read aloud 
to her girls This is a book to be bought, not borrowed; to take its place 
on the family book-shelves and every now and then come out to be read. 
J Ins is just the book for a birthday present for boy and girl in their teens' 
It should give the heroic impulse— perhaps the best thing to be had out of 
a book and should make the young people think of whatsoever things are 
honest, lovely, and of good report. 

J he A teliet du Lys , by the author of Mdlle. Mori (Longmans & Co., 2/6). 
Here we have a beloved old friend in a surprisingly cheap edition 
for which we thank the publishers. Young people of this generation 
should not grow up without reading a novel which gives an able, just, 
liberal, and most interesting and graphic study of the personages and 
events of the French Revolution, and all the time the gracious and 
charming personality of the young heroine is kept so well to the front, and 
the tale of her life is so interesting, that The Atelier du Lys entirelye scapes 
being in the category of stories where the tale is a mere peg on which to 
hang historical information. That is a kind of cheat that we are not much 
in sympathy with : give us history or story, or, best of all, a story which is 
a real, living bit of the history of the time and serves to illuminate the 
whole subject. The Atelier du Lys would be a charming birthday gift 
book for any age from twelve upwards. 

Mdlle . Mori , by the author of The A telier du Lys (Longmans & Co., 2/6). 
This is another tale by the same author, deeply interesting as a 
picture of Roman life and manners about the year 1845, and during the 
whole period of the Revolution which resulted in United Italy. The 
enthusiasm of the Young Italy party, the liberal mind, and the amiable, 
but not strong, character of Pio Nono, and the agonising struggle with 
the clerical party are very graphically told. The brother and sister, on 
whose fate the story turns, are sufficiently interesting people to carry the 
reader through all the vicissitudes which attended them in those troublous 
days. This also is a capital birthday gift book, and is a very cheap 
edition uniform with the last. 

The Story of a Child , by Margaret Deland (Longmans & Co., 5/-). 
This is a deeply interesting book. It should be read by all parents, an , 
seeing that the child is not unduly glorified, nor the elders unfair y 
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TT7 it should be tabooed to the children. 

... .-^i it is not necessary tn than to the grown-ups ; to the 

Tt liW be less interesting t0 the ™’f ac t the sort of thing that goes without 
11 nr it will be a mere matter- ^ fuH of ins j g ht and revelation as 
saying, while for the incognita, the heart of a child This 

to what goes on in f * that is really precious, because it is to be had 
• the s ort of study of a child t 0 wn childhood, vivifying it, 

V no "her term. than power. This is absolutely ,he 

reproducing it. by mere , J h a child, for children, with all their 

oifiy way to get into symp d Walter, are quite inscrutable little persons, 
Lot confidences and ready ? ha t read in this Story.” 
who never tell anyone the for other children know, and, as for 

There is no need to tel ea ^ persuade d that no grown-up, not 
telling the grown-ups, c'i p onto might, perhaps, and confidences 

Srrprid'i 'he \ar of a dog, which .he loving mother lay, herreif 
om for in varn.^ ^ ^ ^ , phere of joy „ r woe 

Our hermit spiiits dwell, and range apart, 

Our eves see all around in gloom or glow— 

Hues of their own, fresh borrow’d from the heart. 

And this is even more strongly the case with children than with our- 
selves It is a law of our nature with which it is absolute y useless 
“ contend, and our only means of true intimacy with a child is he power 
ol recovering our own childhood-a power which we are apt to let slip as 
of no vital importance. This. Miss Margaret Deland helps us to do : we 
recognize our old selves, with a difference, in Ellen. Just so irrational, 
inconsequent, loving, and heroic, and generally tiresome to the grown up 
world were our own impulses in that long ago, which we look back on with 
tenderness, but seldom with complacency. If we rise, after reading the 
Story of a Child, a little more humble, a little more diffident, ready to 
believe more than we see, why it will do us no harm, and should bless and 
help the children. With one word of the author’s we should like to differ. 
Miss Deland thinks that it may be wholesome for the elders to understand 
children better, but for the children, why, she thinks that most of us grow up 
wonderfully well in spite of this and all other difficulties. In a sense this 
is true, but, in another sense, one of the saddest things in life is the issue 
of splendid child material into common-place, uninteresting maturity, of 
a kind that the world seems to be neither the better nor the worse for. 

Last Words to Girls , inscribed to the pupils of the Girls’ Public Day 
Schools Company, and the Maria Grey School, by Maria Grey. A new 
and cheaper edition (Longmans & Co., 2/6). Last Words, from the 
pen of that most earnest worker in the cause of the education of gbls 
(Mrs. William Grey), must needs be full of insight and import. Mrs. Gtey 
endeavours to show to girls the meaning of their work in school, and the 
object of life after school. The wise author feels that we should get far 
more intelligent co-operation from girls if we did not leave them to the 
stressing and dispiriting cui bon 0 ? which takes purpose and pleasure 
out of so many of our efforts in after life, and is often felt very strongly by 
>oung people while going through the drudgery of their education. First, 
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Mr S . Grey explains to the girls, plainly, and wisely, how the discipline of 

Actual h n h S t I ? the , formation of Personal habits, moral habits, and intel- 

lectualhabits.and how the girl, who steadfastly endeavours herself after these 

SSi: f n0t on y a certain amount of knowledge and intellectual power, 
ut gains the far more precious habits of the good life. Then she goes on to 

^ UC Certa ‘ n Stud ' eS ’ and the y° un £ S irl student, who 
enteis into the rationale of her studies in Botany, History, Foreign 

Languages, above all in the Bible, as here put before her, will get some- 
thing oyer and above an examinable knowledge of certain text books. 
She will get material towards the making of character, and the subjects 
of her studies will be an appreciable quantity in the sum total she makes 
as a human being. The second part of the volume deals with life after 
school ; with home life and its proper work and play ; with the girl’s lot in 
life, whether marriage, a profession, or a single life with less definite 
duties ; with the woman’s duty as a member of society, as a member of a 
nation, and as a member of the great human family. This is a book that 
all girls should read, so soon as they come to have earnest thoughts of 
life ; and we cannot imagine a girl reading Mrs. Grey’s wise book without 
becoming a better and more womanly woman, a fitter and better-prepart d 
mother. 


The Blue Poetry Book y edited by Andrew Lang (Longmans 6c Co., 6/-). 
Mr. Andrew Lang is the children’s good knight, who goes forth, spear in 
hand, to bring them spoils from the wars. Never came he home more 
richly laden than when he carried The Blue Poetry Book . The Editor 
has taken the right guide for his selection ; he chooses “ by recollections 
of what particularly pleased himself in youth.” Here are poems with a 
story in them — ballads, tales weird and uncanny to stir “the fearful joy” 
that children love ; but never a hint of the pathetic view of life, the sort of 
self-pity in living that comes to us older people Mr. Lang says, “ it is his 
excursions into the untravelled world which the child enjoys’’; from the 
“unknown future” and “romantic past” the songs and ballads are culled, 
and a most delightfully new and fascinating collection we have here, ihe 
strange thing being that the Editor has been able to make so large a 
collection of poems so little hackneyed. As for the age of the readers 
— they should be of any age from say six to twenty, for children very early 
develop a taste for poetry that is poetry, as opposed to mere verse, and “ it 
is a mistake,” says the Editor, “to write down to children.” We have 
seldom seen a more thoughtful essay on the poetry proper for children than 
Mr. Lang gives us in his introduction. As for the illustrations, how 
children would dream over them ; they are wonderfully fascinating and 
sympathetic, and every now and then have weird touches that remind one of 
Blake. The Blue Poetry Book is a treasure trove for the children s hour. 

Deb and the Duchess , by L. T. Meade (Longmans <£ r Co., $16). Deb 
is a quaint little person, micompris by the people about her, because 
the early part of her little life is spent with an indulgent grandmother, and 
Deb is a naughty little rebel when she comes to live among brothers 
and sisters and be subject to the family rule. Ihe Duchess is the child 
of a circus man who manages a bear, and how Deb and the Duchess 
came to be great friends, and how the poor little Duchess died for htr 
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' " Twhereaders of Mrs. Meade’s Story. 

friend are matters to be found o«i y^ a fasc inating romance and 

Children will find Deb and th ^ ^ many wise hints and fertile 

mothers will read between Jhe^ ^ ^ recent]y told us some of her 

suggestions from a Review. T . „ . 

secrets in the pages of the r ten Dra wing, by a London Head 

Form Building,* system » We imagine the Kindergarten 

Mistress (Geo. Ph ! lip . e ’ is pre tty much a thing of the past. Any 
fashion of Drawing in cimq ^ ^ ^ Fom Bui iding an ingenious and 

suggestive work of ‘JV Published by William Briggs, Toronto, is a 
Cot and Cradle Slo > detai]ed histories of animals, birds 

delightful collection o t writ ten many years ago by the only 

and children, so dear and now edited by her great niece, 

survivmg sister of charm of a book like this to young children, 

]t is difficult tooveur ‘ ,j n j t a l ou d was that each story was 

"krfLtotn toll n=”ly despaired of getting lo .Ire next. The " five 
little gardeners "are Miss Strickland and her sisters; and at least one other 
story fs absolutely true. The authoress is now over 94, and, I believe, she 
began writing before she was 18, which represents an unusual period of 
literary activity, and I am glad to find that a reprint of some of her other 
books is to be had. 

Standard I .—Brush Drawing and Clay Modelling will be published 
by Arnold (Leeds) at Easter. 


OUR WORK. 

House of Education . — On Friday, March 6th, we enjoyed an educa- 
tional and intellectual treat. The Venerable Archdeacon of Manchester, 
Dr. Wilson, came to see us and gave us a most delightful and impromptu 
lesson on Meteorites — quite a model lesson in fact. He showed us how 
men at different times and in different places have made and recorded 
observations of these celestial wonders, and then went on to deduce, 
and, afterwards, to apply the results of these observations, in a manner 
so clear and simple that the least learned among us could follow with 
ease, and, withal, so masterly and interesting that he left us all with 
a burning desire to know' more, and a determination to look out for 
the next great meteoric shower, which, he told us, should come in the 
early hours of the 15th of November, 1899. 

Aunt Mai. through the kind permission of Mrs. Franklin, Aunt 
Mai will be At Home to all her nieces and nephews on May 7th, 
3 to 6, at 9, Pembridge Gardens, Bayswater, W. 

Patents Review School. Easter falls so early this year that it is 
t possible for the programmes of the classes to be fully worked by 
ij. y aster holida y s - ^ e find tha many parents are unwilling to have 
that ; Xa " lnal V 0n 1 afterwards > as was arranged. We think, therefore, 
second . e i^-°V k es * P^ an will be to have the Examination the 

before theExaminltion. ^ ^ timC 10 finish the programmeS 
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to report, that through th, l a * " 'mature Committee are glad 
number J books for t H? ST ° f ^ ° f P“Wi.hers, the 

nearly 200 Th* r g freel T t0 members has been increased to 

necessary to th^T ? 3re anxious to buy other books which are 

bope that Br V tG StUdy the SdenCe ° f education. 'hey 

they have a hl T** Wh ° find at the end of the Session tha? 

T he rules of the Library are as follows 

1. One volume at a time will be lent free of charge, to all 
members of the Union who have paid their subscription for the 
current year, on application to the Secretary, P.N.E U. Office 
28, Victoria Street, S.W. 

2. Members who write for a volume must state to which Branch 
iey belong, and enclose stamps for postage. 

J ile k° oks will be lent for a fortnight or four weeks, according 
to t eir size. If the borrower applies before the end of the period 
state( , to keep a book for a longer time, the Secretary may renew 
t e oan at her discretion. Otherwise, borrowers are to be fined 
one shilling a week, or part of a week, in respect of any book 
not returned at its proper date. 

4- If a book is lost, or seriously damaged, the borrower must 
replace it. 


I he Committee hope before long to publish the Library Catalogue, 
in which will be stated the price for postage of each book. Meanwhile, 
members will find the names of many of the books in the Parents' 
Review for this year (see P.N.E.U. Notes). They should enclose with 
each application for a volume sixpence for its postage. Should it cost 
less, stamps will be returned. 

Errata . — “The Great Recognition. ” Full title was unfortunately 
omitted — lt Whence and Whither, The Great Recognition.” 

Mrs. Heath’s Chronological Chart, price 5/-, not 10/6. 
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flhe Editor is not 1 esfonsible for the opinions of Coitesf undents 


Dear Editor, — Pater Junior’s letter must come home to every father 
of boys. The same cry meets us at every turn. Freddy was working last 
night up to nine o’clock, and he is only eight years old, Arc. Yesterday a 
mother called to say that her three children (ages ten to fourteen) worked 
already seven hours a day, a?id that the governess declared she must work 
longer, or it could not be done. The girls, who are by no means dull, were 
getting more and more sleepy, and had lost all interest in lessons. What 
was she to do ? Must the governess go, or must she give in ? 



